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Town of Barrhead 


(Revised October, 1957) 


1. LOCATION 


Section 20-59-3-W5 in Census Division No. 14. This location is 77 miles 
northwest from Edmonton on Highway No. 18 and is the western terminus of 
Busby-Barrhead branch line of the Northern Alberta Railway. 


2. ALTITUDE LATITUDE LONGTITUDE 
2,113 feet 54/10 A/ 114/25 W 
3. TEMPERATURE 
Mean summer temperature 58°F. 
Mean winter temperature 20F. 


Average yearly temperature 34°F. 


4, RAINFALL 
Average rainfall 13.90 inches 
Average snowfall 47.3 inches 
Average yearly precipitation 18.63 inches. 


Note: The foregoing figures regarding temperature and rainfall are estimcted from data 
obtained from the nearest weather station. There is no definite record of all weather conditions 
in this district. 


5. GEOLOGY 

The rocks underlying the glacial deposits in this area are sandstone 
and sandy shales that were deposited in the large fresh-water lakes that cov- 
ered the region in the age which is termed Upper Cretaceous by the geological 
time scale. Those sediments which are named the Edmonton formation are 
coal bearing. They are the source of coal in such centres as Edmonton and 
Drumheller. Further interest has been taken in these beds because they are 
one of the horizons of Alberta in which the fossil remains of dinosaurs are 
found. 


6. SOIL 
Barrhead lies in a “Transition” soil zone. 


Profile 
The normal profile is generally quite mixed ranging from nearly 
black to grey. The surface horizon consists of a thin layer of semi-decomposed 
litter (AO) which may be absent in burned over areas, underlain by a mineral 
horizon that can usually be divided into two parts. The upper (Al) part may be 
black, gray black or dark brown. The lower part (A2) is frequently somewhat 
leached of organic matter and considerably grayer than the (Al). The total 
depth of these surface horizons averages about 10 to 12 inches. The (B) horizons 
are generally dark brown in color and lime is found at depths of about 30 to 
40 inches. 


Fertility 
These soils are usually not as rich as those of the black zone. Leach- 
ing of the surface horizons has resulted in the loss of some plant foods. 


Vegetation 
Mainly woodland in which the Ue ota is frequently denser and 
has more evergreens than in the black zonb. 
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Land Use 
‘ A system of mixed farming that includes legumes in the crop rotation, 


supplemented with applications of fertilizer when required, should be prac- 
-_tised for best results. 


7. HISTORY , , 

ee The history of Barrhead and district dates back to May and June of 

~ 1906 when the district was surveyed for homesteads. At that time a large 
portion of the district was covered with a dense growth of poplar. 


The first settlers were homesteaders who arrived in 1907. 


Ree The original hamlet of Barrhead was founded in 1912. It was located 
two miles north and one mile east of the present townsite, and named after 
Barrhead in Scotland. The hamlet had a post office, a couple of small stores 
and several residences. A few of the original buildings still stand on the old 
site, but most of the buildings were moved by tractor and established as part 
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_ of the new site at the end of the steel. 

Sate : Prior to 1909, settlers travelled 10 miles by ox or horse drawn vehicles 

_ to Belvedere post office for their mail. Mr. Telford was the first postmaster at 
- Barrhead. 

Dee ™)t The first train arrived at Barrhead about October 1, 1927. 


The hamlet was erected a village November 14, 1927, and incorp- 
erated as a town on November 26, 1946. 


Modern stores iln Barrhead serve a wide area. 
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The “Barrhead News’ was first published by Edward Brice in 1928. 
In 1929 is was purchased and published by W. Warton with C. N. Bateman 
as editor. 


8. LIVING CONDITIONS 
Barrhead radiates a general air of prosperity, with its wide streets 
lined with modern and attractive buildings. 


There is a central water and sewage system, also three phase 60 
cycle electric light and power service. 


There are seven churches and one movie theatre. 


Excellent schools teach grades 1-12 with optional subjects in home 
economics, shop, agriculture, art, music, and business; 


In January 1957 there were 650 buildings within the town limits. Rents 
for four and five room houses vary from $45 to $55 per month. 


There is a 60 bed hospital, four doctors and a healthyclinic. 


The town is well provided with facilities for summer and winter 
sports, including golf and curling. 


The Pembina River is six miles east. Its tributary, the Paddle River, 
passes through the townsite. The Paddle has more than one beauty spot along _ 
its banks, which provide ideal camping sites and good fishing. 


There is excellent shooting for ducks and game birds, and a 65-mile 
drive will provide the sportsman with big game hunting. 


9. ADMINISTRATION 

The town is governed by a mayor who is elected for a two year term, 
and six councillors, two elected.each year for a three year term. The town 
secretary administers the town’s affairs according to the policy set by the 
council. , 


10. LAW ENFORCEMENT 
The town has its own Police Gonstable. There is also one Justice of 
the Peace and one Police Magistrate. 


Building By-laws 

There is a building by-law, which requires plans for new buildings 
or alterations to be submitted to the town council for approval, before any 
building is commenced. 


Electrical installations must conform to the Alberta Electrical Protec- 
tion Act. 


Sanitary installations must comply with the requirements of the 
Provincial Health Regulations. 


11. FIRE PROTECTION 


The fire department consists of a fire chief and 15 volunteers. The 
brigade is made up from business men who are conveniently located in the 
vicinity of the fire hall. 
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Equipment 
One 1-ton Chevrolet fire truck. 
Two 250-gallon chemical tanks. 
400 ft. of %’’ hose and 2 nozzles. 


One hose truck on which there are 2,000 ft. of 2%’ hose and 1,000 ft. 
of 2” hose. 


Located in the fire station is an electrically driven pump which is 
capable of delivering water through the hose line up to 150 lbs. pressure from 
a reserve tank located at the fire station. To date, there are 18 hydrants, and 
this number will be increased on completion of the water system. 


12. TAX STRUCTURE 
1958 Assessment 


Land, 100% of actual value $ 195,488 

Improvement, 100% of fair value 1,392,718 

Business 290,996 

Power 48,300 

Total $1,636,506 

Mill Rate 

School Municipal Hospital Total 

29 12 4f 48 mills 

13. AREAS 

Area of town 431 acres 

Streets and lanes 53 acres 


Public parks and playgrounds 29 acres 


Roads, Streets and Lane Mileage 
Gravel Ungravelled Unopened Total 
Provincial Main 


Streets and roads 6 ] ] 8 miles 
Lanes and alleys 4 4 miles 
Total 12 miles 


There are approximately 5 miles of concrete sidewalks. 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAINS 


Storm sewers Ya mile 

Sanitary sewers 7% miles 

Water mains 7¥% miles 
15. WATER 


The town water supply is obtained from 5 drilled wells. The water 
is pumped by an electrically driven force pump into an elevated 40,000 gallon 
storage tank from which it runs into the mains. 
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Water Analysis 


Parts per Million Parts per Million 
Color CBRE S20 s,s: men se ea nee 5 Sulphate’ \(SO4)s 222 eee ee 0 
Turbidity seeks. 26 eee nil Chloride C]) Seine eeeen sees 97 
Poh es ee ee eee ee ee 8.5 Nitraten(N@G))- ste eee eee 0 
Solids Alkalinity: ayte- <2 se. aes eee 1080 
Suspended ss. 8 eves se ee 0 Total Hardness 23:.cceccce--- 20 
Dissolved .20+..2. eee ee 1384 1.4 grains per gal. 
Organic’ ak. alee ae eee 73 Carbonate Hardness .............. 20 
Mineral synal ee ae ae 1311 Non Carbonate Hardness ...... 0 
Siltec.(Si02) sna ete eee 7 Hypothetical Combinations 
Iron (Fe) ..... Pot eRe, oe ee cS Calcium Carbonate ..........4.... 20 
Caleiuma(Ca)y ae nee 8 Magnesium Carbonate .......... trace 
Magnesium (Mg) uu... trace Sodimmy Canbonate ss. ee 1124 
Sodium, (Na)t222 eee 551 Sodium= Chioridesy == le 3 160 
Bicarbonate (HCO8) ................ Say, Organic Matter 2 t et 73 
Carbonategt. 28 se meee eee trace Silica. 7.2 = oe pee ese 7 

16. POWER 


Three phase 60 cycle power is supplied by Calgary Power Ltd. at 
the following rates: 


Domestic Service ; 

Available only for lighting, heating, cooking, domestic power and 
ordinary uses in private houses and apartments used exclusively for residential 
purposes. 


First 20 kwh (or less) per month — $2.60 gross minimum. Subject to 
30c prompt payment discount, making $2.30 net minimum. 

All over 20 kwh used per month — 2c net per kwh. 

Note: Discount of 30c applies on all bills paid within discount period. 

Foregoing rate applies where the maximum demand does not exceed 
5 kilowatts. Where the demand exceeds 5 kilowatts, an additional monthly 
demand charge of 50c per kilowatt will be made. 

Connection charge for new consumers — $1.00. 

Reconnection charge — $4.60. 


Commercial Service 
Available where other rates listed do not apply. 


Service Charge: 
First 500 watts of installed capacity — 30c per month. 
Each additional 250 watts of installed capacity — 10c per month. 


Energy Charge 
First 50 kwh per month per kw of installation — 10c per kwh. 
Next 150 kwh per month per kw of installation — 5c per kwh. 
All over 200 kwh per month per kw of installation — 2%c per kwh. 


Discount — 10%, if paid within discount period based on the even 
dollars only of total bill, with a minimum discount of 30c. 


Minimum charge — $1.80 gross, $1.50 net per month. 
Minimum deposit — $3.60. 
Reconnection charge — $3.00. 
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Power Service 


(A.C.) — Available for motors, rectifiers, commercial heating appar- 
atus, etc., in commercial establishments. : 


Service Charge 
$1.00 per month per kilovoltampere (kva) of installation (one motor 


horsepower or one kilowatt in heating apparatus to be considered equivalent 
to one kva). 


Energy Charge 
First 50 kwh per month per kva of installation — 5c per kwh. 
Next 50 kwh per month per kva of installation — 31/3c per kwh. 
Over 100 kwh per month per kva of installation — 1 2/3c per kwh. 


Discount — 10%, if paid within discount period, based on the even 
dollars only of total bill with a minimum discount of 30c. 

Minimum charge — $3.30 gross, $3.00 net per month. 

Minimum deposit — $2.00 per H.P. with a minimum of $6.00. 

Reconnection charge — $6.00. 


17. GAS 


Gas is supplied under a 10 year franchise by the Plains Western 
Gas and Electric Company from wells in the Rossington field. 


Modern hospital facilities are available for district residents. 
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Rates 
First 2,000 cu. ft. or less used per month — $2.50. 
Next 30,000 cu. ft. or less used per month — 48c per M cu. ft. 
Balance used per month — 45c per M cu. ft. 


18. L.P. GAS 
Heat value 2,521 b.t.u. per cu. ft. at 60°F. 
100 lb. cylinders — $6.50. 
Bulk — 18c per gallon. 
Storage capacity — 10,000 gallons. 


19. DIESEL FUEL 
Heat value — 135,000 to 140,000 b.tu. per gallon at 60°F. 
Winter grade — 18c per gallon. 
Summer grade — 17c per gallon. 
Storage capacity — 25,000 gallons. 


20. COAL 
Coal is secured by the local residents and farmers from the Morinville 
field at $6.50 per ton. 


21. LOCAL RESOURCES 
Cereals and coarse grains, dairy products, honey, livestock, poultry 
and eggs, sand and gravel, wood fuel, gas and oil. 


22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 
Federal 
Post office. 


Provincial 

Alberta Treasury Branch; Alberta Government Telephones; superin- 
tendent of schools; Barrhead School Division No. 59; district home economist; 
district agriculturist. 


Municipal 
Municipal District of Barrhead No. 106; town office; secretary treas- 
urer; council chamber; fire hall; town police. 


23. HEALTH SERVICES 

The St. Joseph's Hospital operated by the “St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Sisters’ is a 60 bed and 7 bassinette capacity. There is a matron, 6 graduate 
nurses and?5 nurses’ aides. 


Rates 
Canadian Resident Non-Resident 


Public ward $1.60 $11.50 
Additional services include 3 doctors; 1 dentist; 1 chiropractor; 2 drug 
stores; 1 optometrist; Barrhead Health Clinic; 1 sanitary inspector; garbage 


collected weekly. 
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24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


PASP 


30. 


31. 


PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED SERVICES 
(not including health services) : 


No. of Establishments 
Barristers and Lawyers 3 
Accountants 1 
Beauty Parlors 2, 
Barber Shops 4 
Watch Repairing rs 


TRANSPORTATION 
Northern Alberta Railway — passenger and freight service between 
Edmonton and Barrhead. 
Northland Arrow Bus Line — 2 buses each way, Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
1 bus each way Wednesday and 


Sunday. 
One taxi stand — | cab. 


Truck hauling between Edmonton and Barrhead. 


NEWSPAPERS 
“Barrhead Leader’ —-weekly — circulation 1350. 


COMMUNICATIONS 
Northern Alberta Telegraphs 
Alberta Government Telephones 
Post Office 


Nearest radio stations — Edmonton (CJCA, CFRN, CBX, CHED, CKUA, 
CHFA) 


Nearest T.V. station — Edmonton (CFRN-TV) 
FINANCIAL FACILITIES 


Toronto-Dominion Bank 
Bank of Nova Scotia 
Provincial Treasury Branch 


HOTELS 
No. of Rooms Rates Beer License 
Dallas Hotel 14 $2.00 up yes 


TOURIST CAMPS 


Barrhead Trailer Court — trailer parking only. 


CHURCHES 
United; Anglican; Roman Catholic; Alliance Mission; Christian Re- 


form; Greek Orthodox; Jehovah Witness. 
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33. 


LODGES 
Mason; B.P.O.E.; Royal Purple. 


SERVICE CLUBS 
Chamber of Commerce; Kinsmen; Kinettes; Canadian Legion; Ladies’ 


Auxiliary Canadian Legion; Ladies’ Hospital Guild. 
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34. SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS 
Red Cross Society; Home and School Association; Fish and Game 
Association. 


35. SCHOOLS 

Barrhead School Division No. 59 has 76 classrooms and 78 teachers 
who teach 2,056 students. Grades 1 to 12 are taught along with the following 
optional subjects: Typewriting; Bookkeeping; Art; Music; Agriculture; Home 
Economics; Shop. 


Thirty-five modern buses transport the rural students to the school. 


36. THEATRES AND HALLS 
Capacity Stage Piano 


Roxy Theatre 400 yes no 
School Auditorium 1500 yes yes 
Arena > 1500 no no 


Drive In Theatre 


37. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

The Barrhead Regional Library was formed in 1951 and is sponsored 
by the School Division, Government Grant under the Libraries Act and mem- 
bership fees. The library is open daily except Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:0U 
p.m. There are 11,688 volumes in the library. 


High school students’ drama group sponsors several plays during 
the year. 


Twenty-five piece brass band 


Three local five piece orchestras 


38. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 


Boys Girls 
Boy Scouts C.G.LT. 
Air Cadets 4H Club 
Junior Calf. Club Calf Club 
4H Club ¥ 
39. SPORTS 


Baseball, senior and junior; hockey, senior and junior; golf; curling; 
softball, men’s and ladies’; badminton; basketball. 


Nine-hole golf course with sand greens. 
Sportsground for baseball and softball. 

Covered curling rink with four sheets.of natural ice. 
Arena for skating and hockey. 

School auditorium for basketball and badminton. 


40. FAIRS 
Barrhead Stampede — 2-day event. 
Sports Day. 
Baseball Tournament. 
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41. HISTORIC SITES 


Fort Assiniboine, though no longer standing, is marked by a cairn 
which was erected on the old fort grounds. The old “Klondyke Trail’’ leading 
to the fort is still visible. 


42, CO-OPERATIVES 


Northern Alberta Dairy Pool; Co-op General Store; Alberta Seed 
Growers’ Co-op; Alberta Wheat Pool; United Grain Growers. 


43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 


B ay 
3m a 3 3 ae 
EE a ae ERT cree DR ae 
nae oS | 5 Ea 3 ape by E be 2 3 
Ba qa. 2 3 Ba qa 82 2 _ 
2.5 ant ce 25 eo 3a 2 8 
ge Gas 2 «x eB gas Ss wm 
Accountant ..........- eres: l1—- — — Implement Dealers ........ 5 5 
PN tOme OPICEIES  Gucins..cccccssee 2—- —- — Insurance & Real 
ISU ietalo o\-1-) ee l1— — = Estate Pas cese ee ke ON ee 
Bakeries l l 1 1 Jewellers Wes ce eS ae eee. Dees eS 2 
nee ie ? es Law Offices cece: Ce et a 
Balchers Iie l 4 Duimoes . Yerdsr is sa 4 — — 4 
Building Contractor ........ ae le te Se Sid Milk Distributor ...........--- Mace ke RCT ec 
Building Supplies .......... 2 — — 2 
BLS (eiasp 124d ogee ee Sg i EO aa Opiometrist ote eee To oe 
‘ Oil. Disiributors: ee 6 — 6 6 
Cartage Delivery ....... 4 —- —- — 
(CmITQpracior | ..fe.c.-tot tte. eo th Oo es Painters & Decorators .... 20- —- = 
Clothing (Men‘s) ............ i 1 Photographers .............--- 1 — — = 
Clothing (Women's Pitmibétsne.22 t5 5. te eet 20 —- — — 
and Children’s) .......... 2 —-. — 2 Poch Rooms ak se 1 —- ~—~ — 
Gomis Dealers> 2.2. 4 —- — S Printorse sees eo ee l l l 1 
Cold Storage Locker ...... 1—- — 1 Propane Gas Dealer ...... 2° — 2 B 
G@xeemories «2-420... 1 1 ] ] Picante iv gh sees ee 2 — 2 — 
1 SGN al ogee oe a ne er LS ae Redio\ Repairs 22.2.2... 30 S- SS 
OGTOLS tp et eee wuasks oye be Restaurantes “2.2 ts el... 5 —- —- — 
Drug Stores ........ 20> — 2 
Dry Cleaners 1 1 — 1 Sewing Machine 
[RYeVolonttic t Be ap Sekne eae. aN 1 —- — — 
Egg Grading Stations .... 2 = — 2 — Seed Cleaning Plant ...... ] ] 1 — 
Electrical Appliances .... 30 o—- — 3 Shee Repairs. ..s.e 3 ee ee 
Electrical Contractors .... Sopa ia ae IGM Wihters 23. -..2 essere 1 1 — — 
Eemerd) Parlors) 22:22. tc: l1—- — = avlor Dao pr: Lessee eee, 2—- — 2 
Theatres & Drive In ........ 20—- — 
Garages and Service 
Stations iene sat 9g — — 9 Variety Stores: i... 1 — — ] 
Grain Elevators ............ 5 (Total cap. WA silofesablAhavs pate oe 1 l 
360,000 bus.) 
General Stores std, AE et ear os We'ding & Machine 
Shope. 2h sien ee 2—- —- — 
Hair Dressers ............--...- . 2 —-— — — Woodworking\s-e..2:. = oS 3 30 
Hardwares 3 — 3 
Hatcheries 1 1 1 1 
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44. SITES 

Good residential and industrial sites served with all utilities are avail- 
able from the town and private owners at reasonable rates. 
45. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


The transformation of the Barrhead district from a virgin wooded 
area into one of the best farming communities in the province in a period of 
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45 years is a remarkable feat. Barrhead is not a boom town, but has a steady 
and consistent growth both in business and population. 


Farm organization and practice varies in the Barrhead district. In the 
area north and west of the town a considerable portion of farm income is 
obtained through the sale of forest products and income from grain is nearly 
as important as that from livestock. In the area south-east of Barrhead, on the 
other hand, 65 per cent of income came from cattle, hogs and dairy products; 
grain receipts accounted for about 20 percent of income. 


The 1956 census shows the average size of farm in the M.D. of Barr- 
head consisted of 320 acres of which 260 acres or 81 percent were owned. 
Seventy-two percent of all farm operators owned all the land they occupied, 
7 percent were tenants and 21 percent owner-tenants. Fifty-three percent of the 
land in occupied farms was improved. Farms in the district were classified 
by size as follows: Up to 239 acres 37%, 240 to 759 acres 54% 760 to 1,599 acres 
9%, and 1,600 acres and up 2%. The area cropped per farm totalled 120 acres 
of which 16 acres were in wheat and 85 in coarse grains, 16 acres were in 
tame hay and seed crops, 31 were in fallow and 12 acres in improved pasture. 
The number of livestock on farms were as follows: Cattle 19, sheep 3.4 and 
pigs 22. On the average 36 laying hens were kept. The degree of farm mech- 
anization is indicated by the fact that there were 1.14 tractors, .5 trucks and 
.21 grain combines per farm. Forty-nine percent of all farms in the district 
were electrified. 


46. TRADING AREA 
On the north 60 miles. 
On the south 20 miles. 
On the west 25 miles. 
On the east 12 miles 


47. POPULATION 
Trading area population, 1956 census — 12,331. 
Town population, 1956 census — 1,610. 
Estimated town population, August 1957 — 1,832. 


Barrhead has many fine residential streets. 
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